CHIMERIX, INC.

For Immediate Release

CHIMERIX, INC. ANNOUNCES SELECTION AS A TOP 5 NOMINEE FOR 2005 WORLD
TECHNOLOGY AWARD IN HEALTH AND MEDICINE

RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, NC, November 10, 2005 - Chimerix, Inc., a biotechnology company
developing orally available, targeted medicines to treat smallpox and other viral infections, announced
today that the company has been selected as one of the top five nominees for this year's World
Technology Network (WTN) Award in health and medicine. Criteria for nominee selection include an
innovative technology with long-term significance in health and medicine, outstanding executive
management leadership, and a technology with the potential to have a global marketplace impact. In
addition, Chimerix was named a WTN corporate member, a peer-nominated, peer-selected
organization composed of the most innovative people in science and technology.

“One of the greatest challenges facing the healthcare industry today is the increasing emergence of
multi-drug resistant viral strains. Chimerix’s technology addresses this unmet need through the
development of orally available antiviral drug candidates,” said George Painter, Ph.D., President and
CEO of Chimerix. “We are honored to be chosen for this prestigious nomination among an
outstanding group of organizations.”

Chimerix's powerful lipid conjugate technology creates drugs with enhanced therapeutic properties,
including improved oral availability and increased absorption by cells and target tissues. Application
of this technology to known drugs is expected to improve dosing parameters, broaden therapeutic
use, and decrease the risk of adverse reactions. Chimerix has leveraged this technology with
CMX001, which offers the promise of an oral drug for the treatment of smallpox and complications
from smallpox vaccine. Smallpox is a potentially devastating bioterrorism threat and vaccination
poses significant risk for those individuals with compromised immune systems or skin disorders.

About Chimerix

Chimerix, Inc. is a privately held biotechnology company creating and developing orally available
medicines from bioactive molecules. Application of Chimerix's proprietary technology enhances oral
availability, stabilizes drug in plasma, and facilitates the delivery of drugs into targeted tissues.
Known drugs can be modified to improve dosing parameters, broaden therapeutic applications and
decrease the risk of adverse reactions. Chimerix is applying its technology towards discovery and
development of oral drugs for the treatment of smallpox, cytomegalovirus infection, drug-resistant HIV
infection and viral hepatitis. Chimerix was founded in 2002 and is located in Research Triangle Park,
NC.

#H#



